
Cannabis
& the law



Drugs are classified as either A, B or C.
These classifications are decided by 
medical, scientific and legal experts based 
on the physical and mental damage the 
particular drug causes to the user and the 
negative impact it has on the community.
Cannabis is a class B drug.

Possession
Some people believe that possessing 
cannabis or smoking it in their own home 
is legal or that because it is made from 
a plant it doesn’t cause damage like 
other drugs. Both these assumptions 
are false. If you are caught in possession of 
cannabis, you could face an unlimited fine 
or up to five years in prison, whether it is 
for your personal consumption or not.

Supply
The penalty is likely to be more severe if 
you are found to be supplying or dealing 
drugs. Sharing drugs is also considered 
to be supplying.

The police will probably charge you 
if they suspect you of supplying drugs. 
The amount of drugs found, and whether 
you have a criminal record, will affect your 
penalty. For the supplying of cannabis you 
could face an unlimited fine or up to 14 
years in prison.

The law



Cannabis is classed as a depressant 
drug because of the effects on the user. 
There are many misconceptions that 
cannabis is harmless, but medical 
experts state this is not the case.

A common misconception is that the 
authorities turn a blind eye to any drug 
use in a home. If you rent your home from 
a housing association or a private landlord 
and are using drugs, this will constitute 
a breach of your tenancy agreement and 
may lead to your eviction as well as any 
associated legal issues.

Cannabis has a very strong and distinct 
smell that can be smelt outside of the 
property, even when doors and windows 
are closed.

Cannabis use can cause feelings 
of anxiety, panic and paranoia

It can cause people with illnesses 
such as schizophrenia to relapse

Regular use is known to be associated 
with the risk of later developing 
psychotic illnesses

Those with a family history of mental 
illness may have an increased risk

The risks

Use in your own home



As a letting agent or a private landlord, you 
have a legal and ethical responsibility to 
help protect and preserve the communities 
in which we live. Don’t let your property 
be used to front criminal activity. The 
penalties are severe. Under the Misuse 
of Drugs Act 1971, a landlord or property 
managed can receive a maximum of 14 
years in prison and/or a fine if they allow 
the production, supply or use of controlled 
drugs to take place in their property. Under 
this legislation there is also the potential for 
premises to be seized or forfeited.

Landlords can also be prosecuted for 
money laundering offences under the 
Proceeds of Crime Act. At best for 
landlords, the cost implication can 
be huge and it takes time for premises 
to be cleared and made safe for future 
tenants. This in turn could result in loss 
of earnings. The property may even 
need to be demolished.

Landlord’s responsibilities



In an emergency always call 999.

If you are concerned about drug use in 
your community, or believe a property is 
being used regularly for drug consumption, 
please contact Hampshire Constabulary 
on 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555 111.

If you would like help with your own drug 
use, or are living in fear or debt because of 
drugs, you can contact FRANK for friendly, 
confidential drugs information and advice 
on 0300 123 6600, text your question to 
82111, or visit talktofrank.com.

Reporting



Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council
01252 844 844  |  www.basingstoke.gov.uk

Hart District Council
01252 622 122  |  www.hart.gov.uk

Rushmoor Borough Council
01256 398 399  |  www.rushmoor.gov.uk

Web 
www.safernh.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter 
@safernorthhants

Email 
CommunitySafetyTeam@communitysafetynh.org

Subscribe to our monthly newsletter by 
contacting us on the above email address

Contact us


