Christmas crime prevention

Don’t forget these essential crime
prevention tips this Christmas...

While shopping:

® Park your car in a well-lit car park,
preferably one that's attended or
displays the Park Mark logo.

® Before you leave your car, ensure all windows and doors are
closed and locked and avoid leaving your purchases and
presents in your vehicle. If you do leave items in the car make
sure they are not on display.
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® Make sure your handbag is closed or your wallet is in an inside
pocket.

e Don't leave a bag unattended in a trolley, even if only for a
couple of seconds.

® Think about the item you are buying someone. Are there any
security products you could purchase to help them keep them
safe/secure.

When at home:

@ |eave it till the last minute to put Christmas presents out
under the tree and don't leave them in view of a window.

e |f you are buying or receiving valuable gifts such as bikes,
mobiles or electrical items, register them for free at
www.immobilise.com. Doing this can assist the police in
returning your property if it is lost or stolen.

e |f you receive a smartphone, tablet or similar products for
Christmas, familiarise yourself with the location features, such
as Apple’s “Find My iPhone” app, which can help you locate
your electrical items if they are lost or stolen.

® Refrain from keeping large amounts of cash at home.

® A secure home will reduce the chance of a burglary. Make
sure windows and doors are locked and remove keys from
sight every time you leave the house.

® When you go out at night make it appear that someone is
home. Draw the curtains and leave a light on. You could
always put a lamp or radio on a timer switch.

® Dispose of packaging carefully by breaking it down before
putting it in the bin. Empty boxes left outside can advertise
that you have new goods inside.

@ Join your local Neighbourhood Watch. Find details at
www.safernh.co.uk

More tips are available at www.hampshire.police.uk.

From everyone at Safer North Hampshire community safety
team, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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Fines for foulers

Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council is clamping
down on irresponsible dog
owners who do not pick up
their dog’s mess. They risk
people’s health by leaving mess
on the ground, and cause an unsightly nuisance on the streets
and green spaces.

Acting on residents saying clean streets are important to them,
the council’s community safety patrol officers will now issue on
-the-spot fines of £50 to anyone seen not clearing up after their
dog whilst they are patrolling the borough. Refusal to pay the
fine could land the culprit in court where a bigger fine may be
imposed.

The team is also keen to promote good dog responsibility and
will be patrolling the borough parks to remind dog owners that
they are expected to keep their pets under proper control, are
legally required to ensure they wear a collar and ID and from
April 2016 all dogs over eight weeks old must be micro
chipped and registered or owners risk prosecution and a £500
fine.

As part of the crackdown, residents are being asked to contact
the council if they know of someone who regularly commits
this offence. Contact 01256 844844 or email
customer-.service@basingstoke.gov.uk with a description of the
dog and the owner and the time of walks. Information can be
provided anonymously if preferred.
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Operation Stronghold

Prior to Christmas, the team
will be offering home and
vehicle security advice, as well
as handing out some crime
prevention goodies.

Meet the team on the dates below from 1 1:00—13:00:

® 3rd Dec—Wellington Centre, Aldershot
® 7th Dec—Festival Place, Basingstoke

® |8th Dec—Hart Shopping Centre, Fleet
® 22nd Dec—Princes Mead, Farnborough

More dates will be added soon so check www.safernh.co.uk for
up to date information.
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If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter by e-mail please contact CommunitySafety Team@communitysafetynh.org
www.safernh.co.uk
www.twitter.com/safernorthhants



