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New offence of controlling or  coercive behaviour in 

intimate or familiarly relationships 

  

The Government has announced that a new law to protect 

domestic abuse victims which came into effect on Tuesday 29th 

December 2015.  

 

This legislation enables perpetrators to be held to account 

through the criminal courts, where they repeatedly or        

continuously caused their victim to fear violence will be used 

against them.  

 

Information about the new legislation and local support      

services can be found at www.safernh.co.uk.   

Be on the lookout for Graffiti 

 

Residents in Hart and Rushmoor are being asked to be on the 

lookout for unsightly graffiti. The next Graffiti Focus Week will 

be held in Spring, when Safer North Hampshire seek to clean up 

the area!  

 

Report any graffiti to the team by emailing                          

communitysafetyteam@communitysafetynh.org. 

New cameras to help 

officers on patrol 

 

Community safety patrollers 

will now be able to catch 

antisocial behaviour on   

camera thanks to new body 

worn video surveillance 

equipment. 

 

The introduction of the new equipment which will help protect 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council’s Community Safety 

Patrol Officers and parking attendants from experiencing     

aggression from the public when out on patrol follows a suc-

cessful trial carried out by officers last September. 

 

The officers wore the video cameras for four weeks and found 

wearing them deterred some people from confronting officers 

and also helped to provide useful footage from other incidents if 

it was needed for future legal proceedings. 
 

Both the community safety and the parking teams will now carry 

the waterproof cameras, which have a screen showing the   

footage as it is being captured, on duty patrols along with 

‘CCTV in operation’ pin badges. 

 

Cabinet Member for Communities, Service Delivery and Im-

provement Cllr Robert Tate, said: “Body-worn video cameras 

will help to improve safety for our patrol teams and surveillance 

on the streets of Basingstoke and Deane. 

 

“Following the trial the team said it was helpful when dealing 

with incidents with some people who looked like they were 

about to confront them changed their mind once they saw the 

camera and walked away and where people were abusive or 

threatening, they were able to gain evidence if they needed to 

take further action. 

 

“The cameras will also have a positive impact on incidents 

where people provide false details or don’t co-operate with 

officers. We hope this move will assist our patrol teams in   

effectively performing their duties.” 

Advice on talking to children  

following domestic abuse 

 

Two booklets offering advice on how 

to talk to children about domestic 

abuse are available for parents and 

practitioners in a bid to empower 

children who often witness abuse. 

 

Statistics show that children are either in the same room or the 

next room when domestic abuse takes place in over 90 per 

cent of incidents, and up to 66 per cent of children will be di-

rectly hurt during an attack. 

 

One guide, entitled “Talking to children about domestic vio-

lence and abuse” provides suggestions on how to talk about an 

abusive ex-partner and gives ideas for helping children when 

they have witnessed domestic abuse. 

 

Cllr Robert Tate, Chair of the Safer North Hampshire* Com-
munity Safety Partnership, said: “Although it may be uncomfort-

able for a parent to talk about violence or abuse, it is essential 

as it is a lot scarier for children when no-one talks to them 

about what has happened and what they may have just seen or 

heard.” 

 

A second leaflet, entitled “Parenting during and after domestic 

violence and abuse” provides tips for parenting after abuse, 

such as: 

 

 Giving a child time to talk and listen to them. 

 Reassuring a child that they are not responsible for someone 

else’s actions. 

 Showing unconditional love, without threats. 
 

Both leaflets can be found on www.safernh.co.uk. 
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