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Real change, not loose change 

 

A new joint campaign to 

tackle rough sleeping in        

Basingstoke and Deane    

focuses on a way that people 

can support ‘real change, not 

loose change’. 

 

With an estimated 15 to 30 people sleeping on the borough’s 

streets at any one time, residents and businesses in Basingstoke 

and Deane are being encouraged to help make a real difference 

by supporting the initiative to address homelessness and rough 

sleeping locally. 

 

The campaign is raising money for local homelessness schemes 

and urging residents to alert homelessness services about   

people sleeping on the streets. It is being driven by the Social 

Inclusion Partnership, a group of key local organisations to 

reduce rough sleeping. 
 

Despite national cuts in funding for supported housing services, 

the borough council uses its national grant, topped up with its 

own money, to fund a number of initiatives to help people who 

are homeless and prevent homelessness. This includes the May 

Place homeless hostel; Mary Rose Court supported           

accommodation and the Joshua Tree and Oakley Lodge    

emergency accommodation.  

 

Specialist outreach workers from the You Trust and day     

support services delivered by Camrose are funded to work 

with people at risk of homelessness or sleeping rough, and the 

council’s patrol officers support this outreach work. 

 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough council has also invested its 

own money to buy homes, managed by housing associations, 

for emergency temporary accommodation to reduce the use of 

bed and breakfasts. 

 

People wanting to support the campaign can make a difference 

by: 

 

 Contacting Streetlink on 0300 500 0914 or visit            

http://streetlink.org.uk/ if you are worried about someone 

sleeping rough. 

 Donating time or money towards supporting local homeless 

by visiting https://www.spacehive.com/real-change. 

 

For more information on the Real Change campaign visit 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/real-change. 

 

 

Winter crime prevention 

 

With the dark evenings in full 

flow, we are urging residents 

to protect their property and 

stay vigilant. 

 

Make sure that all doors and 

windows are closed and locked 

if going out for the evening. It is recommended that you leave a 

light on during the evening if you are out – alternatively you can 

use a timer switch which turn on your lights for you. These are 

available from most DIY stores, or by emailing or calling us. 

 

Ensure that any side gates are locked which will help prevent 

access to the rear of your property and any sheds or garages. 

Sheds should be secured with a good quality close shackle   

padlock, and any outside hinges should be secured with        

non-return screws or coach bolts. Expensive items such as 

lawnmowers and bikes should be secured to an anchor point 
within the shed or garage. You can also consider purchasing a 

shed alarm for additional security. 

 

Valuable items should be registered on the Immobilise property 

register website – www.immobilise.com, where you can log 

model and serial numbers, distinctive markings as well as upload 

photographs of the item. If an item is stolen and subsequently 

recovered by the Police, they will use this database to help   

reunite owners with their property. 

 

In addition, remember to always lock your car or van, and   

never leave valuables on display. If possible, remove any tools 

from vans. Try to park in well lit and secure area. Keep your 

keys out of sight, and don’t leave them next to the front door.  

 

Graffiti reports in Hart 

wanted! 

 

As part of our annual Graffiti 

Focus Week in Hart we are 

urging residents to report   

incidences of graffiti.  

 

You can report any graffiti by 

calling 01252 774476 or by emailing                                    

communitysafetyteam@communitysafetynh.org.  

 

Alternatively visit https://hart.fixmystreet.com. 

 

Last year we removed 60 pieces of graffiti across the district. 

http://www.immobilise.com

