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Basingstoke Social Inclusion Partnership has launched 
“Real Change 2017” in order to ask residents and        
businesses to help provide much needed shelter and    
support to those sleeping rough on the borough’s streets. 
 
You can visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/real-change to find 
out more and donate to the campaign. If you are worried 
about someone sleeping rough, contact Streetlink on 
0300 500 0914. 

Christmas crime prevention         
roadshows 
 
In the run up to Christmas, 
“Operation Stronghold” crime preven-
tion stalls will be held, from 11am to 1pm, at: 
 
23 November  Festival Place, Basingstoke 
1 December  Hart Shopping Centre, Fleet 
7 December   Wellington Centre, Aldershot 
21 December  Princes Mead, Farnborough 
 
You can reduce your chances of becoming a victim of 
crime in the run up to Christmas by following these tips: 
 

 When shopping, always park cars in a well-lit area, 
and ensure doors are locked and windows closed.  

 Never leave purchases or presents on display in 
vehicles.  

 Do not leave bags unattended while shopping, and 
ensure purses or wallets are secure at all times.  
Always shield your PIN. 

 At home, do not leave presents on display and 
ensure cash or gift cards are not left around.  

 Make sure windows and doors are locked, and 
remove keys from sight when leaving the house. 
Do not leave boxes advertising expensive gadgets 
outside the house until the bins are emptied – take 
them to the tip instead! 

Pre-drinking campaign in Fleet 
 
We will be working with Hampshire 
Constabulary to tackle the issue of pre
-drinking and associated nuisance in 
an effort to ensure everyone has a safe and enjoyable 
evening out in Fleet Town Centre prior to Christmas. 
 
Pre-drinking is where individuals or groups drink to excess 
before going out for the evening. Once out, they are 
more likely to drink to further excess, increasing their  
vulnerability and chances of becoming a victim of crime, 
or in some rare cases, a perpetrator. 
 
As part of the campaign, we will be attending local sixth 
form colleges to talk to students about safe levels of 
drinking and the dangers of pre-drinking. Police will also 
be carrying out proactive patrols in the town centre in the 
run up to Christmas, and using powers under section 35 
of the Antisocial Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 
to   disperse any individuals who arrive in the town            
excessively drunk. 
 
Hart District Council Licensing team would also like to 
remind visitors to the town centre to ensure they use 
only properly licensed vehicles and pre-book their vehicle 
when possible to ensure availability. You can find out 
more about taxi requirements by visiting 
www.hart.gov.uk or calling the Licensing team on 01252 
622122. 
 
Other ways to stay safe on a night out include: never 
leaving your drink unattended and not accepting a drink 
from someone you don’t know – if you think your drink 
has been tampered with, don’t drink it and a tell a trusted 
friend or relative immediately. Some bars provide plastic 
stoppers for bottles which can reduce the risk of your 
drink being spiked. Remember that you may still be over 
the alcohol limit the day after a night out. 
 
Personal attack alarms and bottle stops are available free 
of charge by emailing us on                                               
CommunitySafetyTeam@communitysafetynh.org. 
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