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School holiday risk to children 

Most school children look forward to the summer holi-
days, but for some, it is a time of dread due to the in-
creased risk of being taken abroad and forced into 
marriage or FGM (Female Genital Mutilation).  Around 
80 per cent of UK forced marriages happen during the 
summer holidays, and as many as 24,000 girls under 15 
years-old are at risk of FGM. 

If you know someone who may be at risk, call 999 if 
the person is in immediate danger of FGM, or call the 
NPSCC helpline on 0800 0283550 or email fgm-
help@nspcc.org.uk.  For forced marriage, call the FM 
Unit on 020 7008023. 

Drug awareness sessions for parents and carers 
 
A series of drug awareness workshops will be held in 
July to help parents/carers know where to look for 
support and what to do if they suspect young people 
are using drugs or are caught up in gangs involved in 
drugs. 
 
The FREE workshops, organised and delivered by Safer 
North Hampshire, will be held on the following dates: 

• 15th July, Hart District Council 

• 16th July, Rushmoor Borough Council 

• 18th July, Basingstoke & Deane  
Borough Council 

 
The sessions will all be held from 19:00 – 20:30.   
 
A variety of information will be on offer during the 
workshops, including spotting signs that a young per-
son is using drugs, the risks of drug-use, and how to 
help young people and vulnerable adults avoid getting 
caught up in drug gangs who may exploit them by us-
ing them to smuggle and sell drugs across county lines. 
To book onto a workshop, please email  
communitysafetyteam@communitysafetynh.org 

Think Safe 
 
This year’s Think Safe events for year 
six children took place during June 
and July across Basingstoke, Hart and 
Rushmoor.   
 
Around 2000 children from 40+ schools took part in 
the Basingstoke event, organised by Basingstoke & 
Deane Borough Council and held at Bramley Army 
Training Camp. 
 
Around 1500 children from 26 schools took part in the 
Hart and Rushmoor events, which were held at the 
Aldershot Enterprise Centre, and organised by Safer 
North Hampshire. 
 
The youngsters spent time with Hampshire Fire & Res-
cue Service, Hampshire Police, Network Rail/South 
Western Railway, Royal Military Police, Stop Domestic 
Abuse, First Aiders, Sainsbury’s, Dogs Trust and Safer 
North Hampshire learning through a series of interac-
tive activities. 
 

Skills taught included how to make an emergency 999 
call; what to do if a stranger ap-
proaches you; railway safety; healthy 
relationships; dog behaviour; basic 
first aid; road safety; internet safety 
and antisocial behaviour.   
 

We would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to Aldershot        
Enterprise Centre for hosting the Hart and Rushmoor 
events and to Vine Dining for the catering.  Thank you 
to Bramley Army Training Camp for hosting the Basing-
stoke event. 
 
Also, a huge ‘thank you’ to all the agencies that sup-
ported these events.  We couldn’t do it without you!  
And to the schools who took part.  We hope you en-
joyed it as much as we did …. 
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